For Immediate Release:

Celebration Lunch to Honor Student Urban Gardening Efforts in East Waco 

–May 30, 2008

The Back to Earth Gardening Coalition (BTEG) is sponsoring a celebration lunch to honor students and volunteers who participated in the gardening programs at Carver Park Baptist Church, Doris Miller Elementary School, and G.L. Wiley Middle School during the 2007-2008 school year.

Gardening activities at Carver Park Baptist Church have given students at A.J. Moore Academy and other area high schools an opportunity to produce food both for donation to Caritas and for sale in the community in an effort to acquire vegetable production and financial literacy skills.  The after school gardening clubs at Doris Miller and G.L. Wiley began as an effort to teach students gardening skills while meeting TEKS objectives.  Doris Miller’s gardening program was a recipient of WISD’s Golden Apple Award.  

The celebration lunch will be held at the Carver Park Baptist Church garden on Wednesday June 4 at 1:30pm.  Evelyn Moore, a member of the Carver Park congregation, has volunteered prepare the meal.  Lunch will include potatoes, carrots, onions, and green beans grown by the students.

BTEG is made up of member organizations including World Hunger Relief, Inc.; Caritas of Waco; Communities in Schools; Master Gardeners; Lewis & Clark Services; Waco Independent School District; and Carver Park Baptist Church and has been active in promoting gardening in Waco since 2006.  The BTEG Coalition affords participants the opportunity to come back to the Earth, become educated to live a healthier life, and build sustainable community through natural gardening.

Contacts:

Matt Hess or Will Summers at WHRI: 799-5611

