the Heart of Texas 

Urban Gardening Coalition

Growing Gardens Project Guidelines

The Heart of Texas Urban Gardening Coalition (UGC) is a community collaboration that educates and encourages people to grow gardens. UGC provides the training and relationships to establish gardens at homes or other living environments, schools, and community centers.

Gardens coordinated by UGC must agree to: 

1. Help with the initial groundbreaking and garden-building.

2. Attend Beyond the Backyard – a 6-part garden training series.

3. Take care of the garden plot. Gardeners must water, weed, plant, and tend to the garden plot.

4. Develop relationships with neighborhood – the people and the organizations – and reach out to include them in the growing process through working the garden or sharing the harvest.

5. Participate in tool- and skill-shares with other Coalition members as needed.

UGC agrees to provide:

1. Workshop training and educational material necessary to establish an organic food garden. 

2. Volunteers – some experienced, others eager to learn - to help with the initial groundbreaking and planting.  

3. Coordinate large seasonal work days to help with up-keep of the garden:  MLK Day (winter) and Baylor's Steppin Out (fall and spring). 

4. On-going support for the garden for at least one year (if the garden remains active) in the form of a mentor,with the garden taking more responsibility each season. 

5. Grant support – as funding opportunities become available and applicable to the garden.


To apply for help starting a garden, please fill out the information below. The Urban Gardening Coalition will notify you within the next two weeks or sooner if your application has been approved. Then, an initial brainstorm session with interested gardeners and a visit to assess the gardening space will be scheduled. 

Growing Gardens Project Application

Full Name:  

Address (full street address with zip code):

Address of the proposed garden:

Phone Number (day time and evening phone number):

Email: 

Are you starting a new garden or needing help maintaining an already established garden?

Do you receive at least 6 hours of sunlight in the planned garden area?: (if you don't know, just say)

What gardening experience do you have?: 

Have you gardened at your current location and were you successful?: 

Do you have permission to garden on the land you have in mind?: 

Please describe your maintenance plan (watering/weeding) including who will be responsible for these regular tasks?: 

Describe your plans for distributing the harvest (food pantry, sharing with neighbors, selling).

How did you hear about the Urban Gardening Coalition?: 

Please return this form (via email or snail mail or in-person) to:

Bethel Erickson
Email:  vista@worldhungerrelief.org

HOT Urban Gardening Coalition
Work Phone:  254-799-5611

356 Spring Lake Road
Cell Phone:  773-494-3613

Waco, TX 76705
Website:  http://hotugc.wordpress.com

