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Youth Lead the Way in Gardens on MLK Day
HOT Urban Gardening Coaltion thanks Waco residents for their service in the garden on the 2012 MLK Day of Service 

WACO, TX – After coordinating another successful MLK Day service event, the Heart of Texas Urban Gardening Coalition wants to thank the Greater Waco community who particpated in the 2012 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service on January 16.  Over 1000 community volunteers participated in over 15 gardens around Waco to make this year’s event fruitful. 

Starting at noon, each garden site opened up space for community volutneers to enjoy a fresh meal of turkey wraps and peanut-butter granola wraps prepared by the Baylor University Campus Kitchen Project.  Most sites had an overflow of participants who were more than happy to participate in garden activities, ranging from building new raised garden beds at Brook Ave. Elementary, turning compost piles at the Hewitt Community Garden, painting garden signs at West Ave. Elementary, and planting potatoes in reclaimed tires at the St. Luke AME Community Garden.  Woodway Elementary hosted their garden workday on the following Tuesday, leading planting activities for more than ten classes of second and third graders.
Urban Gardening Coalition Director, Bethel Erickson-Bruce was delighted to see nearly 20 youngsters under the age of 10 show up at the Brook Ave. Elementary Garden, bringing along family and friends to see their garden:  “I was only expecting a handful of volunteers – and instead we were joined by ten of our very own Brook Ave. Garden Club students coming to school on a day they didn’t have to be here!  Youth turn-out at each garden was fabulous and set a great example to the rest of our community that they have the power to create change – while digging in the dirt and planting vegetables.”
The Urban Gardening Coalition will host a follow-up event called the Harvest Celebration during the Global Youth Service Days in April, inviting community members back to the gardens where they served and to harvest produce planted on MLK Day while celebrating youth and their work in the garden.

For more information on how you can get involved with other projects of the Urban Gardening Coalition, please visit UGC’s website at http://hotugc.org or contact staff at hotugc@gmail.com or 254-227-5380 for more information.
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